LET US PLAY THE GAME OF LIFE
TOGETHER!

As Parshas Kedoshim opens
Hashem commands US to be holy.
Mitzvos are the key to being
holy.

Hashem is laying out a plan in the
Torah for us as Jews and as
citizens of the country and
society in which we live.

MITZVAH #1
RESPECT YOUR PARENTS
This is the Number 1 MITZVAH! According to the
Torah, we have to respect our parents, grandmothers
have to respect great-grandparents, boys respect
their fathers and mothers, fathers respect
grandfathers and grandmothers...
You must listen to them, let them finish their
sentences, you can't call them by their first names, do
not contradict them and do not sit in their seat.
The  מצוהof  כבוד אב ואםmust be done with
happiness, Even the greatest honour done with anger
is worth nothing…

וכרמך לא תעולל
There are 3 categories of grapevine:
1.  – כתףA full bunch of grapes that
belongs to the owner.
2.  – נטףA half full bunch of grapes
that belongs to the owner.
3.  – עוללתA bunch with only one or
two grapes. This belongs to the
poor.

MITZVAH #3
LEAVE
PART
OF YOUR
HARVEST
FOR THE
POOR.

Remember, it is our goal
as Jews and our civic duty
to care for others.

Firstly, every farmer has to put aside a corner of his field for poor
people.
This Mitzvah is called
How much of the field, you ask? מן
 התורהthere is no limit, you could give a whole field away! But חז"ל
understood that people might not want to, so they recommend one
fiftieth or one sixtieth of the field. The  בעל הטוריםsays that there is
a  רמזin the  פסוקfor this –  ובקצרכםthe ' 'כand the ' 'מhave a

 גמטריאof 60!
Not all fields are  מחויבin the  מצוהof פאה. There are five
requirements:
 Produce that grows from the ground (rather than cows living in
the field)
 The produce can be stored for a long time
 The produce doesn’t spoil quickly
 Only produce that can be collected all at once (rather than some
fruits which aren’t all ripe at the same time)
 The produce must be edible

Now, let's say you've got a worker collecting stalks of
grain and he drops one or two. You're not allowed to pick
them up. Hashem wants you to leave them for poor people.
This Mitzvah is called
The third part of the Mitzvah is that once the stalks have
been bundled up, if one bundle is accidentally left in the
field it goes to the poor. This is called
.
In every country and every society, there are those people
that need help and support from others. As Yidden and as
good citizens, this is then a very important Mitzvah to
keep.

These three Mitzvos
apply to grains, olives
and grapes, but not
greens or vegetables.

MITZVAH #4

לא תגנבו-DO NOT STEAL

Why does this Mitzvah come right after the Mitzvos
about caring for the poor people?
The answer is that this is a warning to poor people
not to take anything from the field except what has
been set aside for them. It's also a warning to
farmers that if they take from the portion that's
supposed to be left for the poor, that's stealing.
The  חזקינוasks, why does the  פסוקuse the plural,
 ?לא תגנבוHe answers that the Torah is warning us
that if we know someone is stealing and we stay
silent, we are held responsible together with them!

Can you take something from someone as a prank?
Obviously you’re going to give it back, is it a
problem?
If you know for certain (for certain!!) that someone
has stolen from you, are you allowed to steal it back?
If the phonebox steals your money and
doesn’t let you call and you come across
a broken phonebox that lets you call for
free, can you use it?

MITZVAH #5
DON'T DENY AND DON'T LIE
This  מצוהis placed after the warning not to
steal, to teach us that if we take something
that doesn’t belong to us, when we get caught
we shouldn’t lie and deny. We should own up
and do !תשובה
Be honest and observe the rule of law!
Indeed, the Torah commands us to remember
that ‘the law of the land is the law of the land’.

MITZVAH #6
DON'T SWEAR FALSELY
There are times where a person is allowed to make a
 שבועהto prove his point in בית דין. The  תורהwarns
us not to swear falsely! This is also forbidden in an
English court of law. It is called perjury. In an English
court of law, you would be able to take the oath on the
Chumash.
The  גמראrelates a story where a  תנאpaid the money
rather than swear on ‘השםs name, even though it was
true,  קל וחומרwe shouldn’t make a  שבועהif it isn’t
true!

MITZVAH #7
DON'T HOLD BACK MONEY THAT
BELONGS TO SOMEONE ELSE
If somebody loans you money or gives you
money to hold onto, make sure to return it on
time! Otherwise it is stealing and that breaks
Torah law and English law.

MITZVAH #8
 לא תלין פעולת שכיר- DON'T HOLD BACK
WAGES

If you hire someone to work for you, for
example a builder, make sure you pay them on
time and do not tell them to come back next
week for the money - that's holding back
wages and is not respectful to others.
The  חפץ חייםonce walked a long way, in his old
age, to make sure to pay the printers of his
 משנה ברורהon time!

MITZVAH #9

 לא תקלל חרש- DON'T CURSE A DEAF
MAN
This can mean many things, but simply put, be careful
about what you wish on a person.
Especially when you're angry at someone, you have to realise
that what you say can cause a lot of harm and damage.

When someone curses someone else this creates a
judgement against them in שמים.
We demonstrate respect and tolerance for ALL people,
whatever their religion, colour, culture, race or other
beliefs.

MITZVAH #10
 לפני עור לא תתן מכשל-

DON'T PUT A
STUMBLING BLOCK IN FRONT OF
A BLIND MAN

The real meaning of this Mitzvah is don't give
wrong advice to trick somebody. For example, do
not give the wrong advice to a person in order
to trick them. It is also very disrespectful.
What examples can you think of?

MITZVAH #12

 – בצדק תשפט עמיתךThe Judge must
judge righteously
The  דיןis obliged to judge according to the
הלכה. He cannot adjust the case by what he
thinks should really happen.
He mustn’t show favour to the poor over the
rich, a  צדיקover a רשע. The judgement must
be decided strictly according to הלכה.
The law is the law; in the Torah and in this
country.

MITZVAH #16

 – מפני שיבה תקוםStand up for one’s elders
When you are sitting down and an older person walks
into the room it is a  מצוהto stand up as a gesture
of respect.
When  ר' זיראwas too exhausted to carry on learning,
he would sit in the corridor outside
the  בית המדרשso that he could
have the  מצוהof standing up when
older people came in.

We respect everyone.

MITZVAH #17

 ואהבת לרעך כמוך- LOVE YOUR FELLOW
AS YOURSELF
 הלל הזקןexplains that this  מצוהcan also be
understood as – – מה דעלך תנין לחברך לא תעביד
that which you hate, do not do to others.
For example, if you don’t like it when someone
interrupts you, don’t interrupt others!
If it upsets you, don’t do it to others.
Remember again, in the society we live in, we show
respect and tolerance for any and all people.

MITZVAH #29
DON'T CHEAT WITH
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
Ever see the scales they use in a fruit store or the
flat scales in a meat store? It is very easy to readjust
these scales so that they don't measure properly.
When a Jewish store-keeper buys a scale he must
make sure that the numbers are accurate so that he
won't cheat any of his customers.
A store keeper who is not careful with his weights
and measures causes five terrible things to happen:

1.  – מטמא את הארץHe causes the world to become
טמא
2.  – מחלל את השםIt causes a terrible !חילול השם
3.  – מסלק השכינהHe causes the  שכינהto leave
4.  – מפיל את ישראל בחרבHe causes Jewish people
to be killed by the sword
5.  – מגלה אותם מארץHe causes  כלל ישראלto be
exiled from ארץ ישראל
May  השםprotect us from all such terrible things!

